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Shelf,  March,  1903. 

TO  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  placing  before  you  my  Report  for  the 
year  1902. 

It  is  the  twenty-ninth  Annual  Report  made  for  the  District, 
and  consists  of  statistics  of  births,  deaths,  infectious  diseases, 
&c.,  tables  issued  by  the  Local  Government  Board  and  the 
County  Council,  and  various  other  matters  connected  with  the 
sanitary  requirements  of  the  district. 

Area  of  District  and  Population. — The  area  of  the 
district  is  1,350  acres,  and  the  population  at  the  last  census 
2,500.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  change  in  the  population 
this  year,  and  so  all  calculations  are  based  on  an  estimated 
population  of  2,500. 

Births. — The  registered  births  during  the  year  were  45, 
20  males  and  25  females,  giving  an  annual  birth  rate  of  18  per 
thousand. 

This  is  the  lowest  birth  rate  during  the  last  ten  years,  the 
nearest  approach  to  it  being  in  1895,  when  the  rate  for  that 
>ear  was  18-4  per  thousand. 

The  County  birth  rate  (West  Riding)  for  1901  was  29‘5  per 
thousand,  whilst  for  England  and  Wales  in  1901  it  was  28-5, 
and  in  1902  it  was  28  6. 

There  are  no  reliable  means  of  ascertaining  the  number  of 
still-births  which  occur  annually. 


Table  A.— BIRTHS. 


Year. 

Population 
estimated  to 
middle  of  year. 

Number. 

Rate  pet- 
thousand. 

1892 

2598 

60 

23  09 

1893 

2600 

72 

27-7 

1894 

2650 

72 

27-1  . 

1895 

2650 

49 

18-4 

1896 

2600 

63 

24-2 

1897 

2600 

62 

20-4 

1898 

2550 

57 

22-3 

1899 

2500 

66 

24- 

1900 

2500 

58 

23-2 

1901 

2500 

55 

22- 

1902 

2500 

45 

18- 

Deaths. — The  deaths  numbered  58  ;  28  males  and  30 
females.  This  number  includes  one  “  resident,”  who  died 
during  the  year  in  a  public  institution  out  of  the  district. 


This  gives  the  phenomenally  high  death  rate  of  23  2  per 
thousand,  as  compared  to  the  17  6  per  thou  and  of  last  year. 


The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1902  was  only 

16-3. 


The  average  death  rate  for  Shelf  during  the  last  ten  years 
was  18-30. 


On  analysing  these  figures  I  find  that  13  died  under  the 
age  of  one  year,  and  19  above  the  age  of  60,  so  that  the  extremes 
of  age  have  provided  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  total  number  of 
deaths. 
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Table  “B  i.” 

Mortality  from  all  causes  at  subjoined  ages  for  year  1902. 


Under 

1  year. 

1  and 
under  5. 

5  and 
under  15. 

15  and 
under  25. 

25  and 
under  60. 

60  and 
upw’ds. 

1st  Quart’r 

4 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2nd  „ 

7 

2 

1 

1 

4 

8 

3rd 

1 

2 

1 

.  *  • 

4 

2 

,  4  th 

1 

1 

5 

7 

Total 

13 

5 

2 

4 

15 

19 

Table  B.  — DEATHS. 


Year. 

Population 
estimated  to 
middle  of  year. 

Number. 

Rate  per 
thousand. 

1892 

2598 

45 

17-32 

1893 

2600 

63 

24-2 

1894 

2650 

30 

14-71 

1895 

2650 

52 

19  6 

1890 

2600 

38 

14-6 

1897 

2600 

40 

15-4 

1898 

2550 

40 

15-6 

1899 

2500 

46 

18-4 

1900 

2500 

39 

15-6 

1901 

2500 

44 

17-6 

1902 

2500 

58 

23-2 

Infantile  Mortality. — Thirteen  infants  died  during  the 
year,  giving  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  288-8  per  thousand 
registered  births  ;  more  than  double  the  rate  of  last  year,  which 
was  103  per  thousand. 

It  will  be  seen  how  very  high  this  rate  is  when  we  compare 
it  with  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  during  the  same  period. 
This  was  133  0. 
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One  naturally  looks  for  some  reason  for  this  sudden  and 
apparently  alarming  rise. 

I  find  that  four  died  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year.  This 
was  exceptionally  cold  and  trying  for  young  infants.  Seven 
died  in  the  second  quarter,  during  which  period  we  had  a  severe 
epidemic  of  measles.  The  last  two  quarters  only  accounted 
together  for  two  deaths. 

Zymotic  Death  Rate. — Five  deaths  come  under  this 
heading,  all  from  Measles,  giving  a  Zymotic  death  rate  of  8G2, 
as  compared  to  2-26  of  last  year. 

The  Zymotic  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1902  was  P64. 

Scarlet  Fever. — There  were  eight  cases  notified  from  the 
latter  end  of  February  to  the  beginning  of  April.  Two  of  these 
were  sent  to  the  Halifax  Fever  Hospital.  There  were  no  deaths. 

Measles. — During  March  and  April  there  was  a  serious 
outbreak  of  Measles,  beginning  chiefly  at  the  Buttershaw  side 
of  Shelf.  In  May  the  epidemic  became  more  general,  many  of 
the  cases  being  severe.  Both  schools  had  to  be  closed.  There 
were  odd  cases  during  June  and  even  up  to  November,  hut 
much  milder  in  character. 

Diphtheria.— No  cases. 

Enteric  Fever  (Typhoid). — No  cases. 

Influenza.  —  Influenza  was  not  as  prevalent  as  in  past 
years.  There  were  several  cases,  but  not  of  a  severe  character. 

Pulmonary  Diseases. — There  were  eight  deaths  notified 
during  the  year,  six  over  five  years  of  age,  and  two  under. 

Phth  isis. — There  were  six  deaths  due  to  Phthisis,  giving  a 
Phthisical  death  rate  of  J  0 •  34 ,  not  including  two  deaths  from 
other  tubercular  diseases. 

Cancer  (Malignant  Disease). — Two  deaths. 


Inspections. — These  have  been  well  attended  to  by  your 
Inspector,  and  I  have,  either  alone  or  along  with  him,  visited 
such  houses  as  required  special  attention. 

Nuisances. — Nuisances  have  received  every  attention. 

Excrement  and  Refuse  Removal. — The  scavenging  is 
let  by  contract,  and  is,  on  the  whole,  better  attended  to  than  in 
the  past. 

Drainage. — The  sewage  of  the  district  is  conducted  into 
fields  and  streams.  In  some  cases  cess-pools  are  used. 

The  radical  cure  for  a  want  of  system  of  sewerage  is, 
I  hope,  nearer  now  than  it  has  been  at  any  other  time.  The 
question  of  sending  our  sewage  to  Brighouse,  and  letting  them 
deal  with  it,  has  been  chiefly  the  factor  in  no  further  progress 
having  been  made,  Brighouse  having  given  such  a  price  that 
leaves  no  alternative  but  to  treat  it  ourselves.  This,  as  I  have 
before  pointed  out,  can  be  done  biologically  with  satisfaction  to 
the  L.G.B.,  and  with  credit  to  ourselves. 

Water. — The  greater  part  of  the  district  is  supplied  with 
water  from  the  Bradford  Corporation.  This  water  has  always 
been  a  good,  pure  water.  About  the  beginning  of  the  year  I 
noticed  one  or  two  early  cases  of  lead  poisoning.  In  four 
samples  of  water  that  were  sent  to  be  analysed,  lead  was  found 
varying  from  l  to  of  a  grain  per  Imperial  gallon. 

Bradford  would  not  admit  that  the  water  they  supplied  us 
with  had  any  solvent  action  on  lead,  and  although  I  got  the 
independent  analysis  of  the  County  Council,  along  with  that  of 
the  West  Hiding  analyst,  to  corroborate  my  views,  Bradford 
just  as  persistently,  with  water  (as  they  say)  taken  from  the 

s' 

same  sources  and  under  the  same  conditions  as  we  took  ours, 
got  a  negative  result.  Finally  the  L.Gr.B.  investigated  the 
matter,  and  I  am  glad  to  say  that  there  are  now  no  cases  in  the 
district. 
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One  point  came  out  very  clearly,  and  that  was  the  long 
length  of  service  pipes  in  some  of  the  older  property.  I  would 
like  the  Council  to  make  a  bye-law  for  direct  service  for  each 
house.  Unfortunately,  the  water  supply  is  not  in  the  hands  of 
the  Council,  but  in  those  of  a  private  Company,  and  consequently 
dead  ends  do  not  get  as  well  flushed  as  one  would  like. 

Hospital. — The  arrangement  made  with  Halifax  to  deal 
with  our  ordinary  fever  cases  so  far  has  worked  very  well.  If 
in  the  future  they  would  also  allow  us  to  send  any  smallpox 
cases  on  similar  lines,  the  great  difficulty  of  how  a  small  district 
like  Shelf,  with  a  small  rateable  value  and  scattered  population, 
could  best  deal  with  the  important  question  of  hospital 
accommodation,  would  almost  be  settled. 

Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act. — The  compulsory 
notification  of  infectious  diseases  was  adopted,  and  came  into 
force  in  May,  1896.  In  July,  1898,  Measles  was  added,  and  in 

1900,  Phthisis. 

Bye  =  Laws. — These  were  adopted  on  the  5th  of  November, 

1901,  and  approved  by  the  L.G.B.  on  the  28th  of  November, 
1901. 

Vaccinations. — The  primary  vaccination  of  children  is 
carried  out  in  a  very  perfunctory  way,  and  considering  the  way 
in  which  we  have  been  menaced  on  all  sides  with  smallpox, 
very  few  people  have  taken  the  precaution  of  being  re-vaccinated. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (1901).— I  find  that  under 
this  act  we  have  registered  four  factories  and  eight  workshops. 

The  factories  collectively  employ  302  males  and  473 
females,  with  closet  accommodation  of  one  for  every  twelve 
males,  and  one  for  every  21  females.  1  would  like  to  see  the 
females  workers  better  provided  for  in  this  respect.  Every  care 
is  taken,  from  a  sanitary  point,  to  keep  the  closets  clean  and 
disinfected. 


The  general  condition  of  the  factories  is  satisfactory.  Lime¬ 
washing  the  walls  attended  to  ;  air  space  per  worker  sufficient  ; 
light  and  ventilation  good. 

Your  sanitary  inspector  has  made  frequent  inspections. 

The  workshops  are  made  up  as  follows  : — Dressmaking,  2  ; 
Shoeing  Smith,  1  ;  Wheelwright,  1  ;  Bootmakers,  2 ;  Tailor,  1  ; 
together  consisting  of  only  nine  hands. 

The  general  condition  clean  and  satisfactory. 

Bake -houses  (2). — Satisfactory. 

Slaughter-houses  (2). — Satisfactory. 

Offensive  Trades  (1  Tannery). — Good. 

D.C.M.  Order. — The  cowsheds  in  the  district  are  gradually 
getting  improved.  This,  of  course,  takes  time.  A  register  of 
cowkeepers  is  kept. 

I  have  the  honour,  gentlemen,  to  be 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


W.  ROSETHERNE  THOMPSON, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


TABLE  1.— For  Whole  District 
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TABLE  II.— For  Whole  District. 


Year. 

Population 
estimated  to 
middle 
of  each  year. 

Births 

registered. 

Deaths 
at  all 
Ages. 

Deaths 
under  1 
Year. 

1892 

2598 

60 

45 

6 

1893 

2600 

72 

63 

15 

1894 

2650 

72 

39 

9 

1895 

2650 

49 

52 

7 

1896 

2600 

63 

38 

6 

1897 

2600 

62 

40 

9 

1898 

2550 

57 

40 

9 

1899 

2500 

66 

46 

10 

1900 

2500 

58 

39 

6 

1901 

2500 

55 

44 

6 

Averages 
for  years 
1892-1901 . 

2574-8 

61-4 

44-6 

8-6 

1902 

2500 

1  ^ 
o» 

l 

58 
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TABLE  III.- For  Whole  District. 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1902. 


Notifiable  At  all 

Diseases.  Ages. 

At  A<; es.  — Y ears. 

No.  of  cases 
removed 
to  Hospital 

1  to  5. 

5  to  15.  15  to  25. 

25  to  65. 

Scarlet  Fever  8 

Measles  .  59 

3 

4 

1 

2 

Totals  .  67 

3 

4 

1 

2 

Isolation  Hospital. — Cases  sent  to  Halifax. 


TABLE  IV.— For  Whole  District 
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SHELF  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT 


Medical  Officer  of  Health W.  ROSETHERNE  THOMPSON. 
Sanitary  Inspector  WALTER  CROWTHER. 


WATER  SUPPLY — Quality,  Good. 

Action  on  Lead — Some  solvent  action.  None  at  present. 

Any  inadequacy  in  any  part  ? —  Yes  ;  Lumhrook  and  Riding  Hill. 

SEWERAGE — Is  the  district  systematically  sewered  ? — No. 

Any  inadequacy,  and  where? — No  sewerage. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL — System  adopted — None. 

SCAVENGING — Are  the  privy -middens,  ash-places,  &c.,  1 

cleansed  by  Sanitary  staff,  by  Contractors,  or  by  -  Contractors. 
owners  and  tenants  ? 

Number  of  <ach  type  of  receptacle  : — 

Open  privy-middens — 58.  Covered  privy-middens — 260. 

Pail  or  tub  closets — 6.  W.C. — 10.  Other — 24- 

ADOPTIVE  ACTS — Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890 — Part  S 
adopted  February  1st ,  1901. 

Infectious  Disease  ( Prevention)  Act,  1890 —  Not  adopted. 

Private  Streets  Works  Act,  1892 — Not  adopted. 

BYE-LAWS — Any  adopted  or  sanctioned  during  1902  ? — 

(a)  Under  the  Public  Health  Act,  lsy.'i  -  Yes  ;  adopted  November  5th , 
1901. 

(b)  Under  the  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890—  No. 

Are  they  properly  enforced? — Yes.  Any  Bye-laws  needed  ? — No. 
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Regulated  Buildings, 
Trades,  Etc. 

Number  Number 

Register'd  Inspected. 

General 

Condition. 

Legal 

Proceedings. 

Common  Lodging  Houses  .. 

None. 

Canal  Boats  . 

None. 

... 

Slaughter  Houses . 

o 

o 

Offensive  Trades  . 

i 

i 

Tannery, 

Good. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL— Progress  during  1902— Arone. 

Does  the  Sanitary  Authority  provide  antitoxin  (gratis)  for  diphtheria 
cases-  -No. 


SCHOOLS — Number  of  Public  Elementary  Schools  in  the  district  :  — 

(a)  Board  Schools — 1.  (b)  Other — l. 

Number  closed  during  1902  on  account  of  sickness — 2. 

Total  duration  of  such  closure — 3  or  h  week s. 

Sanitary  condition  of  school  premises — Good. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT — Number  of  Workshops  in  the  district 
as  per  Register — 8. 

Number  of  Bakehouses  included  in  above — I. 

Number  of  Domestic  Workshops  included  in  above — None. 

Number  of  inspections  made  during  1902— 11. 

Legal  proceedings — None. 

Number  of  Underground  Bakehouses  in  District — None. 

Number  of  Domestic  Factories  in  District — 1. 

DWELLINGS — Number  of  Houses  built  during  1902 — None. 

Any  houses  unfit  for  habitation  ? — Yen. 

Any  overcrowding  of  persons  in  houres  ? — No. 

Any  action  taken  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act, 
*  1890?—  No. 

Any  “  unhealthy  areas  ” — No. 

Is  house-to-house  inspection  systematically  made? — No. 


NUISANCES — Total  number  of  nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1001 — 4- 
At  close  of  1902 — 6. 

Reported  during  1902 — 39. 

Abated  during  1902 — 32. 

Total  number  of  Legal  Notices  served  for  abatement  of  Nuisances 
during  1902 — None. 

Total  number  of  Summonses  or  other  Legal  proceedings — None. 
Number  of  sink  wastes  disconnected  during  1902 — 14. 

>?  >»  >>  trapped  ,,  ,,  lb. 

Number  of  Closets  newly  constructed  during  1902 — 12. 

Kinds — Privies. 


What  action  has  been  taken  in  regard  to  the  following  matters? 

Has  there  been  any  poisoning  during  1902  attributable  to  arsenical 
beer  ? — No. 

Burial  Grounds — Number  in  District — 4- 
Any  need  for  extension  ? — No. 


BIRTHS  —  Males,  20  ;  Females,  25 — Total  45. 

Number  illegitimate,  included  in  the  above — 4 • 

Any  information  as  to  number  of  Still  Births — No. 

DEATHS — Males,  28  ;  Females,  30 — Total  58. 

Number  uncertified,  included  in  the  above — 1. 


SANITARY  REQUIREMENTS  OF  DISTRICT,  AND  SUGGESTIONS 
OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


Improved  Water  supply  for  Riding  Hill  and  Lower  Shelf. 
Sewage  Scheme. 

Improvement  in  the  way  the  Vaccination  Act  is  carried  out. 


